
   

  

 

    In a time when many churches are struggling, I am very 

pleased that Community Christian Church is expanding and 

growing.  We are a healthy church.  And in today’s article, I want 

to share four indicators that allow me to make such statements.   
 

 1) At Monday’s board meeting, I reflected on how January is 

typically considered a “low and slow” month of the church.  Jan-

uary is a month in which many churches experience a decline in 

average worship attendance, a decline in financial giving, and a decline in 

the number of activities and mission that normally take place.  But January at 

CCC is anything but a decline.  Our worship attendance is steady and slight-

ly  increasing, our financial giving remains strong, and instead of a decline in 

the number of activities and mission we have actually seen an increase.  We 

are a church that does not stay static.  For this, I am extremely grateful. 
 

2) We also discussed on Monday night the ways in which we need to contin-

ually identify and grow additional leaders at CCC.  We have strong leaders.  

Yet we are aware that as we grow, transform, and evolve our leadership will 

need to also grow, transform, and evolve.  Hence, this past Sunday we held, 

under the leadership of Glenna Allen, a ministry fair highlighting the many 

ways to become involved with CCC.  We had a strong response in terms of 

participation, commitment from individuals to engage in new ministries, and 

turning in of the spiritual gifts assessment.  These are all indicators of a 

healthy church.  But there is still more to do.  In this week’s newsletter, a 

copy of the spiritual gifts assessment is attached.  If you have yet to do so, 

please fill out this form.  CCC is rooted in the leadership of its people.  
 

3) We are a giving church.  In purely monetary terms, we donated over 

$55,000 in 2014 to a number of different organizations and individuals.  This 

does not take into account the many, many hundreds of service hours we 

volunteered to our community.  We should be proud to be a church commit-

ted to giving generously.   
 

4) We are a church that is concerned and connected with the ministries that 

take place beyond the local level.  At our next cabinet meeting The Rever-

end Dr. Penny Ross-Corona (who serves as the SEGA Area Minister and is 

a member and friend of CCC) will join us on February 16
th
 at 7:00.  In this 

meeting, which is open to all, Penny will lead us in conversation about the 

upcoming proposed changes to the Mid-America Region and Areas of which 

we are a part.   
 

The above, of course, are just a few examples of the many indicators 

demonstrating the health and vitality of CCC.  I am thankful to serve in a  

solid, sustaining, and stable congregation.  
 

Blessings, 
 

Jacob 

    

Publication Deadlines: 
Article Deadline       Publication Date 
February 5                     February 10 
February 19         February 24 

Worship Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
9:45 a.m.  Faith Learning  

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
 

Sunday, February 1, 2015 
Come Together.  Right Now.  Over Me. 

  Galatians 3: 26-29 
Rev. Jacob Thorne  

 

Sunday, February 8 
Is it well, with your soul? 

Deuteronomy 6: 4-9 
Rev. Jacob Thorne  

 

Sunday, February 15 
The Future of Your Soul 

John 17: 17-24 
 Rev. Jacob Thorne  

 

A message from our Senior Pastor, Jacob Thorne 

 

  

Attendance: 

Sunday School 

Worship 

 8:30 

              10:45 

 Jan. 25 

      77             

  

98 

88 

    186 

Jan. 18 

              63         

  

113 

97 

 220 
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Prayer List 
 

Kathy Bumeter; Bill Tichacek; Anita Gamble; Betty Bremer;  Joann Brown, mother of Steve Brown; Becky Schleusner 
and Zoe Donsky, family of Sandy Schleusner; Jerome Dupuis, father of Rich Dupuis; Brandon Hamm, friend of Sandy 
Schleusner;  Chris and Hugh Berry, parents of Christine Meier; Mike Radloff, son-in-law of Whitney’s; John and Lee 
Smith, friends of Chris and Gary Meier; Bernie Myer; stepfather of Lorna Lawrence; Josh Whitworth, nephew of Kay 
Gauble; Steve Smith, friend of Jim and Becky Dale; Marilyn Purvis, sister of H.O. Nelson. 

 

 Remember those of our congregation who cannot worship with us on a regular basis: Lucille Pressnell, Tom Van Horn, 

Janet Head, Ruby Garrison, Barbara Wood. 

 

 

 

We will be selling soda at the Annual Chili Supper on Sunday February 8th.  The funds raised will go toward any 
service/mission/trips the youth do this year.  Please consider donating a 12 pack towards the cause and  
encourage your youth to help with the sale.  They always have fun! 
 

Here are a few upcoming dates:      Save the dates:  

2/1—Super Bowl party , pickup up by 9 p.m.     Youth Sunday Rehearsal  

2/8 - Chili Supper 5:30 - 8        Saturday, March 7, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

2/15 - Youth Group 4-6       Youth Sunday is March 8th 

      

Calligraphy Classes Coming! 
 

Are you interested in calligraphy or would just like to try something new? CCC member Cheryl Tefft, who is a profes-

sional calligrapher and also creates some of the signs for our Stable Sale, will be teaching two calligraphy classes 

right here at church.   All are welcome, CCC member or not, with no experience necessary; invite an artistic 

friend!  For mature teens and well-behaved adults.   
 

Introduction to Calligraphy 

The use of calligraphy extends from addressing envelopes all the way into the realm of museum-quality fine art.  This one-

time class provides an overview, history, and display/demonstration of different aspects of calligraphy, along with the oppor-

tunity for completing a take-home project.  Good for a better understanding of just how wide-ranging the world of calligraphy 

is, and also for deciding if you want to learn to do it yourself.  Thursday, January 29, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Registration by Janu-

ary 27 appreciated; limit 25 attendees.  Fee of $10/ person to cover expenses is requested; those who lack funds are still 

welcome.  
  

Beginning Calligraphy I 

Want to learn to create beautiful artistic lettering?  Now is your chance.  Good handwriting is NOT a prerequisite!  Learn to 

write in uncial (Celtic), one of the easiest to learn among the classic lettering styles. You will also examine a wide variety of 

examples of lettering, both historical and contemporary, and there will be some lovely surprises along the way!   No experi-

ence needed.  10 class sessions, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Thursdays, February 5 through April 23 (no class on March 19 or 

April 16).  Registration by February 4 appreciated; limit 12 students.  $125 fee includes all specialized supplies; supply list 

provided for basics (pencil, ruler, etc.).   
 

All classes will be held in the choir room at the church (room 206-208, in Upper Packwood).  For more information or 

to register for either class, contact Cheryl at calligraphics@yahoo.com or 636-441-7225. 

mailto:calligraphics@yahoo.com
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CCC Members Recognized 
 

Congratulations to CCC member and friend Ric Lessman who was recently inducted into the Missouri Sports 

Hall of Fame.  Ric was the head baseball coach at Washington University for seventeen years with 

a record of 396-231.  Prior to coaching at Washington University, Ric spent 27 years as the head 

coach at St. Louis Community College at Meramec. He led Meramec to a 963-318 overall record, 

and never had a losing season.  

  

Congratulations also to CCC member and board chair Doug Hoover.  Doug was recently selected 

as Music Educator of the Year by the St. Louis Suburban Music Educators Association (SLSMEA). Doug, who 

has taught at Parkway Central for twenty-nine years, received the outstanding music educator award from the  

association for the 2014-15 school year. 

Disciples Women News 

 
Priscilla Circle and Rebecca Circle Meetings 

 

         Priscilla Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 10th at 7 p.m. in the CCC Library.  

         Please contact Pennie Anderson at 636-227-6331 if you have any questions. 
 

Rebecca Circle will meet in the Narthex at CCC on Tuesday, February 17, 2015 at 9:30 a.m.  Refreshments 

provided by Brenda Richardson and Molly Duncan with the program provided by Cindy Herman.  All women 

are invited to attend and enjoy the fellowship, food, fun and spiritual uplift.  If you have any questions, please 

call the church office or Diane Hall at 636-517-1153. 
 

Project Linus 

Thank you to the many women and several children who gathered Saturday January 17 to make fleece 

blankets for Project Linus.  Together we made over 30 blankets which will be donated to the local chapter of 

the Project Linus organization.  They will be distributed to children and adults in our area who are undergo-

ing treatments for different illnesses.   

Service Project for February 

February's service project is sending cookies and snacks to college students.  Please make sure that the 
church office has your college student's address so we can send him or her some edible love. 

 

Children’s Ministry News 

Children's Ministry is hosting a Kid's Night Out on February 13 from 7-10 PM.  This is a night 

full of fun for the kids and a night off for the parents!  This is an event we are hosting at no-

cost for anyone who attends.  This is a new event for Children's Ministry, and we are very 

excited to host this event for all members and friends.  Invite your neighbors, classmates, 

and friends!  Register in the Narthex! 
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 February 1 February 8 February 15 

Worship Leader Cindy Herman Carl Quicksall Shane Matzen 

Narthex Greeter 8:30  Liz & Rich Dupuis 
10:45  Deb Shabel &  
Brenda Richardson             

  8:30  Katherine  
                     Prescott 
10:45  H.O. &  
           Beulah Nelson 

 8:30  Kristina &  
           John Houghton 
10:45  Tracey  
                    Hammack          

Children’s Moment 8:30 Rev. Thorne 
10:45 Rev. Thorne 

 8:30   
10:45  
 

  8:30 Molly Duncan 
10:45 Molly Duncan 

Scripture 
Reader—10:45  

   

Elder 

 

  8:30  Scott Douglass 

10:45  Laura McDurmont 

  8:30  Grant Chapman 
10:45  Linda Helm 

  8:30  Mike Hartman 

10:45  Scott Douglass 

Deacons 
8:30  
 

Kristina Houghton 

John Houghton 

Laurie Clifton 

Wanda Morgenthaler 

Alec Belue 

Ella Miget 

Kristina Houghton 

John Houghton 

Laurie Clifton 

Wanda Morgenthaler 

Alec Belue 

Ella Miget 

Kristina Houghton 

John Houghton 

Laurie Clifton 

Wanda Morgenthaler 

Alec Belue 

Ella Miget 

Deacons 
10:45 
 

 
 

Beth Bean 

Wendy Finch 

Beckie Jacobsmeyer 

Alicia Thomason 

Keith Boyce 

Andrew Boyce 

Beth Bean 

Wendy Finch 

Beckie Jacobsmeyer 

Alicia Thomason 

Keith Boyce 

Andrew Boyce 

Beth Bean 

Wendy Finch 

Beckie Jacobsmeyer 

Alicia Thomason 

Keith Boyce 

Andrew Boyce 

  Worship Leader Schedule 

It’s Chili Time! 

Be sure to purchase your tickets for the Elder’s annual 

Chili Cook-Off and Pie Auction on February 8 at 6pm 

(for non chili lovers, we’ll have a pot of soup and hot 

dogs).  Proceeds from the event will benefit  Ferguson, 

Back Stoppers and the Elder’s Discretionary 

Fund.  Tickets will be on sale after services through 

February 1.  The cost is only $5 for an individual or 

$10 for a family. If you would like to make chili (we still 

need 6 more participants for the competition) or if you 

would like to donate a pie for the auction, please sign up on the back 

of the attendance tab. As always, thanks for your support. 

Stable Ministry Corner 

The Stable donated coats to Warner’s 

Winter Warm Up.  The coats go directly 

to needy children. 

Book Discussion Group 
 

The February meeting of the book discus-

sion group will be on February 16th at the 

home of Molly Duncan from 1:30 p.m. to 

3:00 p.m. The discussion will be related to 

the Pulitzer Prize Award winning book titled 

Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout.  If you 

have questions, please contact Brenda 

Richardson at 636-386-5279. 

Senior Citizen’s Luncheons 

 

Please join us as for lunch and dis-

cussion related to movies, !such as 

a favorite movie, movie theatre or 

your first movie. 
 

  We might just roll out the red  

carpet and have our own version of 

the Oscar’s this month.  
 

We will meet in the CCC Narthex at 

11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 

10th.  Please contact Karen Grogan 

or Beth Bean if you need a ride or 

have questions. 
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623 Meramec Station Road 
Manchester MO 63021 
Phone: 636-394-2772 
Fax: 636-394-1886 
e-mail: office@disciplesforchrist.org 
www.disciplesforchrist.org 
 

CCC Staff: 

Rev. Jacob Thorne, Senior Pastor 
  
Rev. Darla Goodrich, Associate Pastor 
 
Beth Bean, Interim Office Manager 

The Vital Spark is a bi-monthly publication of 

Community Christian Church. Our purpose is 

to encourage fellowship among CCC mem-

bers and visitors and to announce upcoming 

events and  activities. 

All articles are edited for continuity, content 

and space as needed. Please see submission 

deadlines on page one. Thank you. 

All Church Blood Drive in March 
 

'Spring' into action at our next church blood drive by donating 

blood.  It is happening Sunday, March 8th, in WFLC from 0800 

until 1200.  It happens to be Youth Sunday, so show how young 

and healthy YOU are by helping someone with a pint of lifesav-

ing blood.  Remember that just one pint can help up to 3 people 

in need.  Help us reach our goal of collecting 25 units by signing 

up on the bulletin tab or on the sign-up sheet in the nar-

thex.  Questions?  Call Liz or Rich at 636-256-3686.  


